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THE HASKELL ORIENTAL MUSEUM OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO. 



The Haskell Oriental Museum is a fire-proof structure of 
three stories and basement, erected through the generosity of 
Mrs. Caroline E. Haskell, by a gift of $ 100,000, as a memorial to 
her husband, Mr. Frederick Haskell. Besides the offices tem- 
porarily occupied for general purposes, and a large library room it 
contains a series of large and well-lighted rooms for the instal- 
lation and exhibition of museum materials. 

The collections occupy the second floor. They embrace the 
following : 

THE BIBLICAL COLLECTION 

Includes relief maps, wall maps and the materials furnished 
by the Palestine Exploration Fund ; casts of the accessible 
monuments, like the Moabite stone, the Siloam inscription, the 
Greek tablet from the temple mountain, etc.; a complete series 
of over goo oriental photographs of Palestine and countries of 
the eastern Mediterranean basin. As rapidly as possible all 
original material illustrative of oriental life, also coins and other 
antiquities will be collected and installed. 
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THE COMPARATIVE-RELIGION COLLECTION. 

The Department of Comparative Religion has a large loan 
collection of cultus-implements illustrative of Japanese Shinto 
and Buddhism, and of Hinduism, made, during a long residence 
in the East, by Dr. E. Buckley, a docent in The University. 
The chief characteristic of the collection is its inclusion of the 
smaller cultus-implements, which are usually neglected in favor 
of more artistically effective idols. Such cultus-implements, 
especially those of folk-religion, are usually of quite insignificant 
intrinsic value, but can be secured only by visiting the temple or 
locality where they are in use, and are intelligible only to those 
familiar with the use made of them. These include phalloi, in 
great varieties, ktenes, shells, mandrakes, mirrors as sun-symbols, 
pails for water-cult, fuses for fire-cult, sacred plants, spirit- 
boats, gods of luck, charms of many materials and applications, 
divining rods, sacred pictures, votive gifts, food-offerings, 
scriptures, prayers, and the like, to mention first the articles 
illustrative of Shinto, where idols are conspicuous by their 
absence, with the single exception of the above mentioned gods 
of luck, which form a group of mixed and modern origin. This 
Shinto collection is both complete and unique. The Musee 
Guimet at Paris, and the Pitt-Rivers Museum at Oxford, con- 
tain only a few Shinto articles, while no other, except possibly 
the Leiden Museum, contains any at all. 

To the Buddhist collection belong, besides articles similar 
to the above mentioned, the more familiar and artistic idols, in 
the production of which the Japanese are at present easily supe- 
rior to all other peoples. The entire collection numbers about 
four hundred articles. Articles for exhibition have also been 
loaned by Mrs. Helen E. Bassett, by Mr. Martin A. Ryerson and 
by Dr. Paul Carus. 

THE ASSYRIAN COLLECTION 

Is made up of a fine series of casts, including the better known 
monuments of Assyria, chiefly from originals in the British 
Museum. The material is comprehensive enough for the student 
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to learn the reading of texts from the monuments and tablets 
themselves, as well as to illustrate the principles of Assyrian 
art. 

THE EGYPTIAN COLLECTION. 

It embraces a very representative series of pottery and house- 
hold utensils, and some alabasters ; a perfect chessboard with 
the men ; a good collection of matrices or moulds for ornaments 
and charms in faience; talismans, gods, rings, pendants, etc., 
from Amarna. From the same place is a bas-relief study, in 
limestone, of the head of Amenhotep IV. Of funeral remains 
the collection contains five mummies, three in cases, two grave 
tablets ; about sixty ushebtiu, five wooden statues of Osiris, two 
of them finely painted ; a good series of funeral furniture, con- 
sisting of several painted boxes or chests, a chair, etc.; also a 
large collection of mummied birds, cats, crocodiles, etc.; many 
smaller objects, not to be mentioned in a summary, some of 
them very fine. The above were collected in Egypt for The 
University by the assistant director during the winter of 1894-5. 

Beside the above, through the kindness of Professor Petrie 
and the generosity of Mr. H. M. Kennard of London, the 
Museum has received a full series of the pottery, etc., of that 
remarkable people discovered by Mr. Petrie opposite Coptos, in 
the winter of 1894-5. It is expected also that material from 
Mr. Petrie's recent work in the vicinity of Thebes will be depos- 
ited in the Museum during the coming year. 

A large series of casts, especially bas-reliefs from the old 
empire well represent the monumental materials in the foreign 
museums. Beside these, the Museum possesses a collection of 
photographs, nearly 1200 in number, illustrating Egypt and its 
remains still in situ as well as the chief antiquities of the 
museums of Gizeh, London, Paris, Florence and the Bibliothecjue 
Nationale. 



